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The UNHRC Is The Successor To The UN
Commission On Human Rights.

A Subsidiary Of The United Nations General 
Assembly.  

Its Purpose Is To Make  Recommendations  to The General 
Assembly About Situations In Which Human Rights Are

Violated. 
It Has No Authority Except To Make Recommendations To 

The General Assembly. 
The General Assembly Has No Authority Except To 

Advise The Security Council.

The United Nations Human Rights Council



AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

·Voluntary Principles on Security and Human 
Rights.

·Human Rights in the United States: Taser Abuse, 
Katrina, Criminal Justice, Racial Profiling, 
Conscientious Objection.

·Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT).



Canada

ÅRace, Color, Ethnic Origin, 
& Ancestry.
ÅPlace of Origin and/or  

National Origin.
ÅReligion or Creed.
ÅAge.
ÅDisability.

ÅSex or Gender.
ÅSexual Orientation.
ÅMarital and/or Family

Status.
ÅSource of Income.
ÅPolitical Belief.

Also - Discrimination Based on Association - Because of the 

relationship, actual or presumed, with an individual/class identified 

by a prohibited ground of discrimination.  E.g., if a landlord refuses 

to rent to a mixed-race couple because one  is black, the landlord 

has discriminated against the individual who is black & his/her 

partner - by association.  (Manitoba, Nova Scotia, the NWT, 

Nunavut, Ontario, PEI, & Yukon; otherwise ïimplied).



· Race, Color, Ethnic Origin, and Ancestry (Nova Scotia includes Aboriginal 
origin. Québec, & the Yukon prohibit discrimination based on language & 
linguistic origin). 

· Place of Origin and/or National Origin (Ontario and Nunavut also include 
citizenship, the Canadian Human Rights Act, &the human rights legislation of 
Manitoba; the NWT & Saskatchewan include nationality). 

· Religion or Creed (Yukon includes religious belief, association, or activity).
· Age (Ontario - age protections related to housing  apply to persons over 15 & 

under 65.  British Columbia, Saskatchewan, & Newfoundland exempt housing 
for people over 55, & Alberta does not include age). 

· Disability (including mental or physical disability; Nova Scotia also prohibits 
discrimination based on an irrational fear of contracting an illness or disease).

Canada



Canada

·Sex Or Gender (Including Pregnancy. Québec And Nunavut 
Include Pregnancy As A Separate Ground Of Discrimination. 
The NWT Includes Gender Identity). 

·Sexual Orientation.
·Marital And/or Family Status (Québec Includes "Civil Status" 

& The NWT Includes "Family Affiliation"). 
·Source Of Income (Ontario And Saskatchewan Include 

"Receipt Of Public Assistance", Newfoundland Includes "Social 
Origin," And New Brunswick, Québec, & The Northwest 
Territories Add "Social Condition"). 

·Political Belief (8 Provinces/Territories Include Political Belief, 
Association, And/or Activity.



Europe

·Muslims In Europe Face Discrimination In Education, 
Employment, & Housing - & Are Often Victims Of Verbal Abuse 
And Physical Attacks, Reported in 2006. 

·33% Of EU States Are Failing To Ensure Equal Rights For Gays & 
Lesbians , A 2008 Report By The Bloc's Vienna -based EU Agency 
For Fundamental Rights.  The Agency Was Particularly Critical Of 
The Lack Of Legal Same -Sex Marriages In Many Countries: 
"Equal protection by EU anti -discrimination law remains an 
ÉÄÅÁÌȟ ÎÏÔ Á ÆÁÃÔȟ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ 5ÎÉÏÎȢȱ

·The European Commission Said It Was Seeking Information 
From The Belgian Authorities Over Complaints That French -
speakers Are Discriminated Against Over Public Housing
(September, 2008).



Russia
Attacks By Radical

Nationalists in 2008 

ÅUzbeks (17 deceased, 22 victims).
ÅKirghizes (10 deceased, 5 victims).
ÅTajiks (9 deceased, 35 victims).
ÅRussians (8 deceased, 34 victims).
ÅAzerbaijanians (8 deceased, 23

victims).
ÅArmenians (4 deceased, 3 victims).
ÅDagestans (2 deceased, 26+ victims.
ÅChechens (2 deceased, 22 victims).
ÅKalmyks (2 deceased, 6+ victims.
ÅIngushes (2 deceased, 4 victims).
ÅTurks (2 deceased, 1 victim).
ÅGypsies (2 deceased).

ÅChinese (1 deceased, 13 victims).
ÅMoldavian, German, Tuvinian (by 1

deceased).
ÅNear East & North Africa (12

victims).
ÅIndians (4 victims).
ÅKoreans, Jews (3 victims).
ÅEnglish, Mongols, Georgians (2 

victims).
ÅKazakhs (2 victims at least).
ÅBuryats, Lebaneses, Ossetins, 

Turkmens, Shri Lankians , French,
Swedish, Japanese (by 1 victim). 



U. S. DOJ Statement 
to Congress, 

December, 2008

·In FY08, 39% Of Total Cases And 45% Of Pattern Or 
Practice Cases Alleged Race Discrimination. 

·Discrimination, Particularly Race & National Origin 
Discrimination, Has Become More Difficult To Detect.

·Fair Housing Testing Program Began In 1991.

·The Testing Program Is Conducted Primarily Through 
Paired Tests. 

·Since Testing Began In 1992, The Department Has 
Filed 87 Lawsuits Alleging Unlawful Discrimination 
Based On Evidence From The Testing Program. 


